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Request for Proposals

CIGLR’s Engagement, Career Training, and Outreach (ECO) Program offers awards of up to $8,000 to support undergraduate or graduate students who incorporate an engagement, career training, or outreach component into their research. The ECO Program component must highlight the contributions of NOAA, CIGLR, and CIGLR’s Regional Consortium Partners to research and management of the Great Lakes for the good of its people. Examples include, but are not limited to, Congressional visits, op-ed articles, K‐12 education activities, community outreach events, public education talks, establishment of social media sites or feeds, factsheets, newsletters, or magazines. Visit our website for more information about CIGLR’s ECO Program Awards, including past projects. 
ECO award proposals can be submitted by any principal investigator or student affiliated with a CIGLR Regional Consortium institution or organization. Applications consist of an online form where you will be asked to enter the following:
1. Identifying information
Project title, desired start/end dates, student(s) information (name, affiliation, degree program and year, email), mentor information (name, affiliation, email)
2. Proposal file upload. Please prepare a single PDF using the attached template, which includes the following sections:
a. A brief summary of the overall student research project.
b. The proposed ECO Program component, including the target audience and how it will highlight NOAA, CIGLR, and/or Regional Consortium partner contributions to research and management of the Great Lakes.
c. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The significance of the ECO activities in terms of the importance of their outcomes to society. 
d. A budget and budget justification. The budget should total $8,000 for 12 months, and can include student salary, stipend, tuition, supplies, and/or travel. Indirect costs must not exceed 10% of the budget, according to the terms of the CIGLR Regional Consortium MOU. 

ECO award recipients are required to submit a final report to CIGLR within 60 days of the completion of the ECO activity and present a poster at the next CIGLR All Partners Meeting (TBD).
Proposals will be reviewed by the CIGLR Managing Director, Engagement Specialists, and Communications Specialist, and judged on the:  1) potential reach of the proposed activities, 2) degree to which the proposed activities relate to and highlight NOAA in the Great Lakes, and 3) potential lasting impact of the proposed activities.
Proposals should be submitted by 5 pm ET on January 31, 2026.  Please submit your proposal using this form and direct any inquiries to Mary Ogdahl (ogdahlm@umich.edu), CIGLR Managing Director.
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